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Behavioral Theories in Boyz in the Hood 
In the movie, Boyz in the Hood by Singleton (1991), the director tries to depict social deviance that has influenced Doughboy together with his colleagues. The reflection of the movie and more especially the criminal behavior of the boys can be well understood using the deviance known as the conflict theory (Banks, 2015). The theory in the context of deviance tries to explain that engagement in deviant behavior is usually influenced by the certain social condition. It is usually an attempt to stop the unequal access to the various economic and social opportunities and resources which are usually enjoyed by those in power and with certain social control.  The South Central of Los Angeles is presented as notorious following its street crimes and urban decay.  This point is regarded as the  center for gang violence  and poverty in the entire city of L.A since it is the place of birth for various popular gangs which includes the ‘Blood’ and the ‘Crips.’ It is the place however known for its low-income minorities (Jeffries & Jeffries, 2017). The Father of Trey exemplifies by saying that the reason why there is a gun shop located at every corner of the street just like any other liquor shop around is that the intention is for people to kill themselves.
Moreover, he adds that the best way of destroying people is taking the ability to multiply/ reproduce. Dalton Conley explains the social control theory as the concept which tries to explain the way people’s feelings, behaviors, experience, and thoughts are usually regulated in any social system (Le Shorn, 2018). Tre’s father explains how the people perceived to have social control in the various social systems ends to find ways of maintaining and expanding their power. While already troubled with sounds from the neighborhood of Crenshaw from guns, and the bright light coming from the helicopters that have been patrolling at night, most of the American-Americans have difficulties in escaping such difficult conditions prevalent in a capitalism-based society. In such a society, those in power always ensure that the weath people in the society continue to be power (Omerbas, 2018).  These societies are also reliant on aggressive economic and social interaction forms and also upon inequalities in the allocation of the various social resources within a community.
Economic security is therefore guaranteed in the capitalist society where there are inequalities against African Americans. The black family in the movie is the main challenging structural element.  The movie shows the escalating black family termination in the South Central, L.A. this is evident through the character of Brenda Baker  who feels it important to show favor for her younger son ( Ricky Baker) over the older on  (Darin ‘Doughboy’ Baker) as compelled by the economic structure  that dominates the family situation. Brenda believes that her only hope of shifting into a more favorable position in the economic system ( capitalist), is in Ricky who is a star and a student-athlete holds potential for not only being the superstar college athlete, but also capable of becoming a professional athlete.  Due to the lack of social and economic opportunity in South  Central L.A, Brenda, with an absent father is forced to favor her child.  She chooses Darrin as her ‘waste’  and her financial investment being Ricky. In other words, she sacrifices Darren for Ricky. It is unfortunate that both Ricky and Darren dies at the end of the movie (Banks, 2015). This, however, is a symbol of how it is critical for the unity within the family and the danger of a society which has a capitalist economy. 
The concept behind misrepresentation and labeling of the African-American is an issue that the director of the movie has addressed throughout the film (Banks, 2015). He puts emphasis on the fact that the African-American in the community is usually misrepresented and despised both in the society and the different media. The entire movie has the main characters representing people from the African-American community.  They are all connected by the fact that has the same social issues that are affecting their lives regardless of their different personalities. The labeling theory is shown through Brenda, the moth of Ricky and Doughboy. Her lack of general interest and the way she viewed life has culminated in the paths taken by both her sons. A family usually play a critical role in the process of labeling a youth. Doughboy and rick are from different biological fathers.  The father to Doughboy is presented as lazy and uninspired with the two qualities being reflected in his lifestyle. Brenda seems to favor Ricky than Doughboy. She reacts well to him because she believes he is the future ticket for her to get out of South Central Los Angeles. She believes that Ricky will go to college and eventually become drafted by NFL which could translate a better life ahead of her and plenty of dollars. She believes that Doughboy will amount to nothing (Omerbas, 2018). Labeling theory is depicted by Brenda installing the feelings of being worthless instead of counteracting them some core values that would be of help to bettering and improving her life and that of her children. 
Additionally, the misrepresentation and labeling of characters is reflected in the film itself as Boys and the Hood. The movie is labeled as a gang and hood movie which is a misrepresentation itself (Banks, 2015). I believe that this film is not a gang, movies since the director, Singleton also does not emphasize it. His characters do not represent a gang movie nor are they active gang members. Trey and his colleagues are only youth who enjoys the company of one another as well as hanging out on their houses’ front porches. Also, Tre and his colleagues are doing what exactly would youth, and an adolescent would do such a going out, dating and having fun (Le Shorn, 2018). All of them, however, is the normal social life aspects that every teenager would go through regardless of their background.
Earlier in the movie, Trey’s house is burgled, and his father proceeds to call the police. Two of them, one black and the other one white showed up (Le Shorn, 2018). When the police officers insult furious, Trey’s father tries to imply that all the black males are equal and all the same by asking the officer what the problem is.  The officer, however, responds rudely and furiously. This is a clear indication that class is not defined or rather based on race since even the black police officer feels that he is more superior than other males who are black.  This officer later appears in the film where Ricky and Trey are pulled over without genuine reason. The officer threatens Trey by putting a gun on Trey’s head without any apparent reason or evidence to support that Trey was involved in the crime. This character portrayed shows that the higher class in the society is not only for the rich white people but also for the rich people (Jeffries & Jeffries, 2017). The African American officer was an oppressor too. Although he is black,  he is treating his fellows with the contempt which is usually linked with the white or the dominating class. 
The movie generally shows a brief description and a strong message for the movie depicting certain strong values for our society (Omerbas, 2018). Explaining the portrayal of a society that is desperate where the blacks in the society occupy a lower status on the social systems, there is a need to understand the mentioned theories.  The movies that Trey who is the primary character in the film has his father as one who strongly guides and influences his growth at his young age. Through the involvement of his father in his life, he is able to learn dedication and responsibility and manages to avoid falling victim of the social issues that were affecting his friends of the same age. On the other hand, however, Doughboy, a friend to Trey do not have a father in his life (Jeffries & Jeffries, 2017). He has her mother throughout who favors his younger brother over him.
Essentially, the behavior of a boy and his future can only be analyzed and observed using both labeling and control theory (Jeffries & Jeffries, 2017). The lives of the two boys are analyzed using the labeling theory. It can be possible to understand their different behaviors. The theory states that if a person is called or told who he or she is, it is likely that the person will start acting in that manner.  Doughboy eventually involves himself in gang-related violence because of lack of an influential and caring mother or lack of a father. He eventually falls to the violence cycle of the neighborhood. To sum up, The director of the movie has demonstrated how the prevailing economic structure in our society, capitalism and the discussed social theories are usually dangerous to most people more especially for the Black people who live in impoverished life conditions (Jeffries & Jeffries, 2017). The movie is essentially a message to all people living in America to be aware of what really happens in the neighborhoods and look for ways to eliminate the issues. Stop killing one another and promote peace.
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